WELSH GOVERNMENT HAVE REVIEWED THE
PROCESSES AND SYSTEMS AROUND ADDITIONAL
LEARNING NEEDS (ALN). THERE WILL BE NEW
LEGISLATION IN PLACE FROM SEPTEMBER 2021,
WHICH WILL BE IN FULL IMPLEMENTATION FROM
SEPTEMBER 2024. THERE ARE CHANGES THAT
MAY IMPACT YOU AND YOUR CHILD.

SEN TO ALN

WE WILL BE USING THE TERM ‘ADDITIONAL
LEARNING NEEDS’ RATHER THAN ‘'SPECIAL
EDUCATIONAL NEEDS'. ALL LOCAL AUTHORITIES
WILL HAVE AN EARLY YEARS ALN LEAD OFFICER
TO SUPPORT CHILDREN IN EARLY YEARS
SETTINGS.

CHILDREN OR YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE AN
ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEED WHEN:

e THEY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT DIFFICULTY OR
DISABILITY THAT MEANS THEY NEED
TARGETED AND SUSTAINED SUPPORT; I.E.
ADDITIONAL LEARNING PROVISION.

e THEY FIND IT MUCH HARDER TO LEARN THAN
CHILDREN OR YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE SAME
AGE NATIONALLY;

e THEY HAVE A DISABILITY THAT MEANS THEY
CANNOT USE THEIR LOCAL SCHOOL OR
COLLEGE.

BELIEF IN AN INCLUSIVE AND
EQUITABLE SYSTEM WHERE THE NEEDS
ALL OF CAN BE MET TO ENSURE
SUCCESSFUL, INDEPENDENT AND
RESILIENT CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE

A RIGHTS BASED APPROACH WHERE
THE VIEWS, WISHES AND FEELINGS OF
CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND
PARENTS ARE CENTRAL TO THE
PLANNING AND PROVISION OF
SUPPORT; AND ARE ENABLED TO
PARTICIPATE AS FULLY AS POSSIBLE IN
THE DECISION MAKING PROCESS
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0-25 YEARS OLD

Children or young people with
ALN will have one system of
support from the age of 0 to 25
years old.

DISAGREEMENT
RESOLUTION AND
RIGHTS OF APPEAL

Whenever possible, disagreements
will be dealt with as quickly as
possible with the LA and the key
people involved.

An appeal is when you request that a
decision be changed.

Independent support groups will be
able to listen and help if there are
disagreements which cannot be
resolved. Children, young people,
parents and carers have the right to
appeal decisions made by the school
and the Local Authority about the
child or young person’s additional
learning needs or additional learning
provision.

PARTICIPATION OF
CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE

What children and young people
think, feel and would like will be
central in our planning. The
children and young people will be
part of developing their Individual
Development Plans.

COLLABORATION

The thoughts, feelings and
wishes of parents and carers
will be gathered as an on-going
process. Where relevant Local
Authorities Early Years Services
will work with health, social
services and anyone else who
supports the child or the young
person.

UNIFIED PLAN
(INDIVIDUAL
DEVELOPMENT PLAN)

Children or young people identified as
having an ALN and require additional
learning provision will have an
Individual Development Plan (IDP) to
show their needs and the support in
place.

Additional learning provision is support
which is additional to that provided to the
majority of children or young people of the
same age.

The IDP will include the advice of a
range of professionals supporting the
child or young person (where
relevant).

IDPs will be reviewed annually or when
anything significant changes for the
child or young person.
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